OUR POPE RESIGNS!
Dear Friends,
I think we were all shocked and surprised at the news of Pope Benedict’s
resignation and so I thought it might be useful to provide you with a few thoughts
on what happens now:
Historical Background:
It is almost 713 years since a Pope resigned voluntarily. In December 1294
after 5 months in office Pope Celestine V, a holy monk of great personal sanctity,
but who lacked the qualities to exercise the office of Chief Pastor of the Church, did so. Later in 1415
Pope Gregory XII “resigned” but there are historical indications that his was forced. This was at the time
of the Great Western Schism (1378-1417) when there were two or three claimants to the Papacy. The
Council of Constance was convened in 1414 to resolve the crisis, and dismissed two false claimants while
allowing the third Gregory to “resign”. This cleared the way for the election of Pope Martin V in 1417 who
became the Papal Superstar of the Renaissance and whose appointment actually ended the Great
Schism.
The 1983, Revised Code of Canon Law: states: ”Should it happen that the Roman Pontiff resigns
from his office, it is required for validity that the resignation be freely made and properly manifested, but it
is not necessary that it be accepted by anyone” (c.332 p2). It is clear from Pope Benedict’s statement and
manner of resignation that he complied with what was required. This helps us understand why Pope
Benedict stated categorically when recognising his incapacity to adequately fulfil the Papal ministry that it
was with full freedom that he renounced the ministry of Bishop of Rome and Successor of St. Peter entrusted to him by the Cardinals on April 19th 2005. Interestingly, there are no Canonical procedures for deposing an impaired, mentally deranged, senile, or comatose Pope; the Papacy is only vacated by his
death or renunciation, no matter how extreme the circumstances and degree of incapacitation!
What happens now?
When Pope Benedict XVI’s resignation takes effect at 8 p.m. on February 28th, 2013, the Cardinals
are summoned to Rome by the Dean of the College of Cardinals. The government of the Church is then in
the hands of the College of Cardinals. Those Cardinals who head the various departments of the Roman
Curia cease from their offices as does the Cardinal Secretary of State. The rules regulating the Conclave
were last updated by Pope Benedict in June 2007. This was the tenth time the Rules have been updated
in the past 100 years! There is now an even greater emphasis on secrecy (mentioned 17 times), and any
one who violates it incurs most serious Church penalties. Mobile phones, texting, internetting and bugging
devices are prohibited absolutely from the Conclave.
Who may vote?
Cardinals who are over 80 when the Pope resigns may attend preliminary meetings with the other
Cardinals before the Conclave, but they have no vote and do not enter the Conclave. It seems there will
be 117 Cardinals voting this time. The Conclave opens around March 13th with the Cardinals celebrating a
special Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica asking the Holy Spirit to guide them in their deliberations. On that afternoon they will enter the Sistine Chapel, whose frescoes include the famous Creation ceiling by Michelangelo and his Last Judgement which is on the wall behind the Altar, and there take their places in seniority. They will make an oath to observe the strictest secrecy about all that occurs in the course of the Conclave. Before the first ballot, a specially chosen preacher will address them on the seriousness of their
task and exhort them to have “their eyes fixed on God alone”. All will then leave with the exception of the
Cardinal Voters and the doors of the Sistine Chapel are locked “with a key” (cum clave = Conclave). They
will then hold their first ballot that afternoon.
Whom may they elect?
In theory they are free to chose any male Christian Cleric or layman, who is not a heretic, or in
schism, or notorious for simony, and has reached the age of reason!! It is over 600 years since someone
other than a Cardinal was elected – and it helped trigger the Great Western Schism!
The Election Procedure:
Since June 2007 there is now only one way for a Pope to be elected i.e. by secret ballot and by a
majority of two-thirds plus one of the votes. A simple majority vote even to break a deadlock is no
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longer permitted. As each Cardinal writes his vote, he is urged to disguise his handwriting so it is not easily recognisable. In turn, each proceeds to the Altar, holding their vote aloft between finger and thumb. In
a clear voice the Cardinal swears “I call as my witness Christ the Lord,
who will be my judge, that my vote is given to the one whom, before
God, I think should be elected”. He places his vote on a paten and tips
it into a large chalice. The votes are counted by three chosen Cardinal
scrutineers, and if the number of votes does not tally with the number of
Cardinals present, the votes are scrapped and they begin again. Assuming that their first ballot is
inconclusive they will on the following two days ballot twice in the morning and twice in the afternoon. If after nine ballots there is still no-one chosen, the Conclave pauses for not more than a day
for prayer and reflection. After each inconclusive ballot the papers are burned along with a chemical
to emit dense black smoke. This is done in a specially installed stove in the Sistine Chapel.The voting then continues for a further seven ballots and if without result a further break is taken. The voting then continues until thirty four ballots have been completed with no result. If no one is elected
Pope after 13 days, the vote is narrowed to the two top candidates. However a two-thirds plus one
majority is still required for election.
What happens then?
After a valid election that has brought a result, the Cardinal Dean asks the newly elected “Do
you accept your canonical election as Supreme Pontiff?” If the one chosen is a Bishop and says “I
accept”, he immediately becomes Bishop of Rome and Pope. He is then asked “By what name do
you wish to be called?” No one since St. Peter has ever taken Peter’s name! The ballot papers and
records are burned with a different chemical and white smoke emerges from the tall metal chimney
erected against the gable wall of the Sistine Chapel. The waiting world now knows that someone
has been elected Pope. Meanwhile, the new Pope is vested in a white soutanne, a scarlet shoulder
cape and a white skull cap. The Cardinal electors greet him individually. He is given the gold Fisherman’s Ring and a Te Deum (prayers of thanksgiving) is sung. Shortly afterwards the new Pope is
introduced to the waiting crowds from the centre balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica and we all see the
new Pope for the first time!
Habemus Papam! Alleluia! We have a Pope! Praise God!
But who the 264th Pope will be remains to be seen. Now is a time of prayer for all of us asking
that the Cardinals be powerfully guided by the Holy Spirit in their deliberations.
Fr. Alex

St. Brigid’s Parish

- Ceremonies for Holy Week 2013

th

PALM SUNDAY 24 March
Masses: 6.30 pm (Vigil) 09.00, 10.30, 12.00
Individual Confessions will be heard after all Masses. A number of visiting Priests will assist.
MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 25th, 26th, 27th March
Masses: 09.15am and 10.00am
HOLY THURSDAY 28th March NO MORNING MASS – Confessions 10.30-11.00 am

The Sacred Triduum
7.30 pm

Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Holy Hour of Watching & Praying

GOOD FRIDAY 29th March A Day of Fast & Abstinence
12.00 noon Young People’s Passion Ceremony
3.00 pm
Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7.30 pm
Stations of the Cross followed by Prayer around the Cross (Taize)
HOLY SATURDAY – The Tomb Day 30th March
10.00 am Morning Prayer of the Church
9.00 pm
Easter Vigil & Celebration of Resurrection
EASTER SUNDAY – 31st March Masses: 09.00, 10.30, 12 noon (including infant Baptism)
EASTER WEEK
1st April
MONDAY 10.00 am only
2nd – 5th inclusiveTUESDAY – FRIDAY
09.15 am only
SUNDAY 7th April

Masses as usual: 6.30 pm (Vigil), 09.00 am, 10.30 am and 12 noon.
CONFESSIONS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Individual Confessions will be heard after all Masses on Palm Sunday, 24th March.
A number of visiting priests will attend.
Holy Thursday10.30am to 11.00 am -Good Friday after the 3 pm Ceremony - Holy Saturday: 11.30 – 12 noon.

Recently deceased - please pray for the souls of:
Des Timmons, The Orchard

Leo Sheils, Venetian Hall

Lil McDonagh, Howth Road

Baptisms—We are happy to welcome into our Christian Community:
James William Doyle, Furry Park Court
Andrew Hal Drummond, Abbey Park
Lily Rose Doherty, Ayrefield
Cuan Murphy, Howth Road
Wedding—Our congratulations to:

Pamela Carroll & Alan Sheedy, Artane

Resource Centre News
PANCAKE TUESDAY
in the Coffee Dock went off with a great buzz, All thanks to Karol, Sarah and Sharon whose skill
at flipping pancakes had to be seen.
Question is, what new treats can they come up with next??.
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Would you like your young Child to play a musical instrument? There will be a demonstration of
what can be done happening shortly in the Centre. If you are interested please let us know.
OTHER NEW IDEAS
Relaxation and pain relief listening to music.
ART CLASS
on Saturday and Sunday morning for young children
Talk to Joan Ph. O85 7109403 for details
All our other activities are going ahead as usual. Details at reception.
S.B.S. Club
is back in full swing and outings and trips are being planned.
We were delighted to welcome back all our members, and the trip to see "Lincoln" went very
well. Next meeting is on 6th March
COMPUTER TRAINING FOR SENIORS
is in the planning stage and dates will be set shortly.
The Priests of the Parish, Fr. Alex and Fr. Michael, and the Parish Staff
would like to wish all Parishioners

a Happy and Joyful Easter.
St. Brigid's Parish Shop, Killester
There is now in the shop a large selection of St. Patrick’s Day cards and Rosettes, Easter cards and
Mass Bouquets.
There are also First Holy Communion and Confirmation cards together with a wide range of rosary
beads, prayer books and other items associated with these sacraments on display.
We have now put in place at our Shrines Prayer and Novena booklets for the different devotional
prayers taking place in the Church.
So why don’t you call into the shop and see this lovely display for yourself before you go anywhere
else. The shop is located at the car park side of the Church.
All proceeds go to Parish funds
Parish contact details:
Monsignor Alex Stenson, P.P. 01-833 3793
Rev. Michael O’Grady, C.C.
01-853 3466
Parish Office Ph. 01-833 2974
Parish email: killesterparish@eircom.net
Parish Website: www.killester.dublindiocese.ie
Resource centre Ph. 01-853 4030
Resource Centre email: resourcekillester@eircom.net

Resource Centre
COFFEE DOCK
Open Sunday to Friday
9.30 am – 1.30 pm
Saturdays 9.30 am - 3.00 pm
Do call in for a nice warm
welcoming cup of coffee or tea
on these cold winter days.
Tree Surgeon, The Links, Portmarnock
*Tree pruning * Tree felling
*Tree shaping
*Sectional felling
*Crown thinning
*Crown reduction
*Stump removal
* Tree Surveys
* Landscaping
Free Quotation
Phone John Walsh 086 0513484

www.twinoaktreecare.ie

BEST START PRESCHOOL
AND MONTESSORI
Infants / Toddlers - Montessori / Project
Bubbles. Playgroup age: 1-3 (9am-12.30
pm / 1pm-4.30pm) Full time / Part time
- After school care (Collections / Hot
meal/Snack / Fitness classes)
Opening Times 8 am -6 pm
26 Killester Park D5
Contact Lina 087 9662 609 / 846 5507

STAFFORDS
Funeral Homes
Telephone 855 0555
15 Maypark, Malahide Road, Donnycarney

Trust our family
to take care of your family

House re-wiring - Fuse Boards - Grant work
Additional Sockets
Lights - Shower installations - Outside Lights
Connecting New Appliances
Free estimates - Emergency call out
30 years Family Business - Fully insured

Des: 087 266 1843

and 01 831 5682

Corrigan Construction
For your complete building requirements
Renovations - Conversions - New Homes
Extensions - Restoration undertaken
FULLY INSURED

Contact Sean 087 834 7024
Tel/Fax: 046 907 7052
email: seanok1@yahoo.ie

Killester School of Ballet and
Modern Theatre Dance
R.A.D. Ballet and I.S.T.D. Modern for all levels.

“Ballet for Babies” – 31/2 – 5-yr. olds on
Saturdays 11.30 – 12.00 noon.
Strictly by appointment.
Enquiries to Ann Coffey Tighe
831 4535 or 086-804 6790

PATRICK GEANEY Solicitors
51 Clontarf Road, Clontarf
Probate and Wills
House Purchase and Sales
Power of Attorney

Personal Injuries
Ph. 01 8531400 / 087 2308797
email: niall@geaneythesolicitors.ie

Scoil Rince Cill Easra

John Quill F.A.O.I. Ophthalmic Optician
Complete spectacle service
Registered for P.R.S.I. and
Medical Card holders
Large selection of budget
and fashion frames
157a Killester Avenue, Dublin 5
Phone 831 2558

Clearview Cleaning

Adult Ceili Classes every Thurs
8.30 pm in Resource centre
Children’s Dancing Classes
Venue 126 Abbeyfield
Monday -Thursday
3.30 p.m. onwards
Contact Jacqueline
at 831 8654 and 086-256 1000

Kirwan’s
Funeral Directors
24 Hour Service
Tel: 833 4444

Window Cleaning. Gutters, Soffits,
Facia Boards, cleaned and repaired.
Power Washing, and Carpet Cleaning.
Tel: 839 1564
086 852 7425 (Karen)
087 669 8943 (David)
Email: clearviewcleaning@eircom.net

YOUR AD HERE?

Local Dental Technician

Contact Tom O’Brien
for information on placing
your Advertisement
in the newsletter.
01 –833 2974

available to repair and make dentures, night
guards, teeth whitening kits
& sports gumshields.
Collection and delivery service.

Maths Classes

“Life Coaching & Creative Therapy”

Free Pre-School Year at the

Orchard Montessori
19, The Orchard
from January 2010
Morning session
8.45 - 12.00
12.30 - 3.30
Purpose-built premises with qualified
and experienced staff.
For more information contact
Mandy at

TOOLEN ELECTRICAL 360, Howth Road, Dublin 5
Domestic and Commercial

Ph 01-830 6818 Mobile 086 8347394

www.keoghdentures.com
Glenn Keogh

01-831 6848 or 087 775 8149

Car Servicing

Full Service from €145
Oil change from €28
Computer Diagnostics available
Pre N.C.T. Inspections
Free local collection and delivery
Fully insured
Ph. Anthony 833 8533
085 725 6667

George Humphrey
087- 9787380
St. Brigid’s Resource Centre, Killester
Every Wednesday Evening

17:00
18:15
19:30
20:45

-

18:00
19:15
20:45
22:00

Junior Higher
Leaving Ordinary
Leaving Higher
5th Year Higher

Nadia’s Cleaning Service

Weight Loss on your Doorstep

Over 6 years cleaning experience
with local community.
References on request.
Any hours considered.

In the privacy of your home
Tailored Nutrition plus Exercise Plan
Be taken through a step-by-step
programme by a qualified
Personal Trainer

Contact Nadia 086 2623681
email: nadiabuju@gmail.com

Phone 087 289 3675

Adults or Children You will be guided to transform negative
thoughts and behaviour into positive ones.
Empowering you to change your life.
Mary O' Donnell MA miacat,mlbcai
087 98 55270
01 8339697
www.empowerlifecoaching.com

Georgina Ryan, Tax Consultant
A personal and efficient service
for all Accounting and Tax.
PAYE Tax Claims
Self Employed
Income Tax Rental Income
Tax Returns Capital Gains Tax
01-515 8101/ 086 6007434
mail@georginaryan.ie

